“An honor
roll isbeing
planned for
the 154

M ar shfield
Vetswho
served in
the Korean
War”

Marshfield Veterans' Services

LENT VISI-
TORS

uthor Unknown

hey camein sin-
glefile, about 50 of
them. Silent ambassadors,
to tell uswho they
were. They moved at a
slow pace, passing us for
over 20 minutes. Some
walked, while others pushed
their wheel-chairs as best
they could. Some were
helped along on crutches by
their wives or sweet-
hearts. They were escorted
front and rear by U.S. Ma
rines in dress blue uni-
form. | have never seen
prouder Marines. The Am-
putee Ward from Walter
Reed Army Medical Center
visited the Pentagon to-
day. | wasthere.

Some wore looks of resolu-
tion, pride, or dignity. Many
had prosthetic devices
where limbs used to be. All
of them wore looks of sur-
prise. We, the 26,000 em-
ployees of the Pentagon,
lined both sides of the A
ring (the inner ring of the
Pentagon) to watch them
pass and welcome them
with thunderous ap-
plause. Haf amilethey

walked through a gauntlet of

grateful fellow citizenstwo

and three deep, who reached
out to shake the hands of the

patients (Cont’ on pg 6)

eterans...Former
Prisoners of War
(POW)

The Department of Veterans
Affairs (DVA) has announced
extended benefits for all former
Prisoners of War with strokes
and common heart ailments.
These veterans will be auto-
matically eligible for disability
compensation for these condi-
tions and their survivors for ser-
vice-connected benefitsif the
condition contributes to the
death of aformer POW. The
DVA estimates there are about
11,000 former POWSs (mostly
from WWII) who are not re-
ceiving VA benefits and cannot
be located. | am well aware that
we have somein Marshfield. A
POW is defined as a person
who was forcibly detained
while serving on active duty
during a period of war, or in
situations comparable to war.
Many conditions are presumed
service-connected for former
POWSssinceit is recognized
medical records do not cover
periods of captivity. Survivors
of former POWs rated 100%
disabled for one year (as op-
posed to 10 years for other
(Continued on page 2

andy’s
Submarine

Saga

By Louis Vanderstreet

It's April 1944 and we are
marching down asidewalk in
Boston being led by aNavy
Petty Officer. We are headed
towards South Station to
board atrain for Boot Camp
at the Sampson Naval Train-
ing Station in New Y ork
City. After five weeks of
relatively uneventful basic
Navy training, | volunteered
for Submarine duty and, be-
fore | could change my
mind, | was on atrain for
New London, Connecticut
headed for the Submarine
Base and for challenges |
never bargained for.

It's 13 June 1944 when | re-
ported aboard the receiving
barracks known as Spritz’
Navy @ the Submarine
Schoal. (Cont’ on pg. 3)
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“Remembering A
Marshfield Civil War

Veteran” By Bill Dunn
What separated Marsh-
field from most other
Civil War Communities
was that in addition to sol-
diersin the artillery, cav-
ary and infantry, we had
men who served in the
Federal Navy.

The tradition of men go-
ing to sea has continued
since Marshfield wasin-
corporated. Today, that
same tradition is carried
on by our many fishermen
and |obstermen.

Eight members of the
Williamson Family from
Marshfield served in the
Civil War.

Two brothers, Anthony
and John Williamson
served together on the
steamship “USS Colo-
rado” in 1862 and 1863 as
sailors (Seaman First
Class).

The“USS Colorado” was
ascrew Frigate, 265 feet
long with a compliment of
over 670 men and traveled
with a speed of 9 knots.

M asthead

Editor: Dick Martin

The“USS Colorado” was
commissioned in March of
1858. It was the “ State of
the Art” warship of its
day, having been built at

the Norfolk, VirginiaNaval

Y ard. While the William-
son Brothers were onboard
the“USS Colorado” it par-

ticipated in the Union Navy

Western Gulf Blockading
Squadron.

The“USS Colorado” cap-
tured the Rebel Steamer
“Lewis Whitemore’.

The Rebel Ship was no
match for the “USS Colo-
rado’'s’ two ten-inch
smoothbores and twenty-
eight, nine-inch
smoothbore guns.

Most of the Williamson
Family lived in South
Marshfield. Somein the
Brant Rock section and
others near what is now
Southport.

Some of their relativesin-

cluded the Tolmans and the

Holmes families.

The Williamsons owned
and operated Marshfield’s
original commercial busi-
ness at what is now 2000
Ocean Street.

The post Civil War photo

of sailors on the deck of the

“USS Colorado” isfrom
Chester Hearn’ s lllustrated

Directory of the US Navy”.

Copy Editor: Anne Lariviere; Photographer: Jack Smith

Web Master— Donna Beals

emorial Day
2005 As another

MemorialDay approaches
and we prepare for the annual
Parade, the Marshfield Veter-
ans Council wishesto invite
all areaveteransin town to
participate in this year® pa-
rade. If you still have your
service uniform, and it still
fits, wear it. We would like to
extend a special invitation to
any Gold Star Mothers who
would like to participate in
this year®parade. Veterans
who are unable to march
should participate at the
cemetery ceremonies and at
the Veterans' Memorial Park.
There will be aveterans' float
to carry veterans who cannot
march in the main pa-
rade.This year the parade will
start from the Marshfield
Fairgrounds on the South
River St. side across from the
main fire station. The march-
erswill stop at Veterans
Memorial Park and finishin
the Library Plaza parking lot,
all to the drumbesat of the
Marshfield High School
Band. The official time for
the Parade is 11:00 am. . At
10:30 am. marchersin the
parade will meet at the
Marshfield Fairgrounds.
They® form the parade and
head down Main Street. The
ceremony at Veterans Memo-
rial Park will (Cont’ on pg. 6)
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Humor in Uniform By

Author Unknown

On some air bases the Air Force is on
one side of the field and civilian
aircraft use the other side of the field,
with the control tower in the

middle. One day the tower received a
call from an aircraft asking, "What time
is it?"

The tower responded, "Who is call-
ing?"

The aircraft replied, "What difference
does it make?"

The tower replied, "It makes a lot of
difference........ Ifitis an

American Airlines flight, it is 3 o'clock.
If it is an Air Force plane,

it is 1500 hours. If it is a Navy aircraft,
it is 6 bells. If it is an Army aircraft, the
big hand is on the 12 and the little
hand is on the 3.

If it is a Marine Corps aircraft, it's
Thursday afternoon and 120 minutes
to "Happy Hour."

POW'’ s (Continued from pg. 1)
100% disabled), prior to death are
eligible for Dependent’ s Indemnity
Compensation (DIC). The DVA has
a POW coordinator at each Regional
Office, or VA Medical Center who
can assist in obtaining earned bene-
fits. Please share thisinformation
with veterans and their spouses.

For more information call 1-800-
827-1000, or visit
http.www.va.gov.www.va.gov.

Dick Martin
Veterans' Officer

Contributing Editors. Veteran's Agencies, Council on Aging, Veterans at Large, Non-V eterans, assessors and interested parties. Anyone wishing
to contribute time, materials, articles, or messages should contact the Veteran's Office, 870 Moraine St., Marshfield, MA 02050. Tel. 1-781-834-

5576. Ask for the Bugle Editor.

Bugle Policy: To inform Veterans of news pertaining to benefits, medals, education, VA medical and transportation, information, burial and
headstone, insurance, loans and specia events
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Vandy’s Sub Saga the Old World War One*0’

(Cont’ from page one)

The Chief Master at Arms
was an old retired Chief
Torpedoman/Master Diver
& Submariner recalled out
of the ready reserve to
screen the applicants report-
ing to Sub School. You
were under his supervision
for about two weeks during
which time, you underwent
physical exams, aptitude
tests, mental orientation,
pressure tests in the pressure
chamber, and escapesin
thel100 foot water tower
from severa various depths
using the Momsen Lung.
Every day our class was get-
ting smaller. The average
failure rate at Submarine
School is50%.

Finally, the day arrives
when we report for our first
day in school and our in-
structor greets us with a so-
bering thought that we
would probably hear athou-
sand times during our career
in the “Silent Service’,
“Thereisroom for any-
thing in a submarine ex-
cept a mistakel!”

Then he handed us a note-
book which would be turned
in each Friday at the end of
the day. Come Monday
morning if you got your
notebook back you were
good to stay in class for an-
other week.. If not, you
were shipped out immedi-
ately to apier in New York
to bein the Armed Guard
for the Merchant Marine
Service. And so it went for
sixteen weeks. Towards the
|atter part of the course we
would go out to sea on the
School Boats which were

Boats. They were mighty leaky
and did cause afew dropouts.

Anyway | graduated with flying

colors and received orders for
advanced Submarine /Gunnery/

School in San Diego, CA. They
backed atroop train right onto a
railroad siding at the Submarine

Base, New London, which we

boarded for a cross Country trip

which took several days. The

advance Submarine School con-

sisted of going to sea every day
on*“S’ Class Boats which were
larger, not as cramped and did-
n't leak as bad! About now I'm
feeling pretty “ Salty!” and

awaiting orders for a Fleet Boat,

which came shortly, to report
aboard USS Bluefish SS
222@Hunters Point, San Fran-
cisco, CA.

Stepping off the bus onto the
dock with my sea bag, ham-
mock and mattress, (al trussed
upon my shoulder with my or-

dersin my hand), | stepped onto

Bluefish’s gangway and re-
guested permission to come
aboard, saluted the colors and
quarter deck, just like | knew
what | was doing, and handed
my orders to the Deck Watch.
He, in turn, hollered down the
After Battery Hatch for the
Duty Officer to come topside.
When he appeared, he checked
my orders and looked me over.
It'sagood thing | couldn’t read

his mind as he probably thought

something like, “Who isthis
6’3" -150lb-18 yr old-Seaman

Duece they are sending us?” He

told meto get rid of the ham-

mock and mattress. “Leaveit on

the deck, throw your sea bag
down the hatch and go below.”
He then introduced meto the
Chief of the Boat. The Chief
assignsmeto a“Hot” bunk and

locker, then informs me
that | would be on “mess
cooking” until further or-
ders.

That was not good news!
But asalowly seaman it
was not unexpected. | just
had to “Bite the bullet!” |
also was assigned other
dirty jobs aboard the sub-
marine. In my sparetime, |
had to attend “ School of
the Boat.” To become a
Qualified Submariner, you
had to know every system
in every compartment
aboard the submarine in-
cluding firing atorpedo,
starting and shutting down
the engines, hydraulic sys-
tems, high pressure air sys-
tems, etc.. Also, you had to
strike for arate which
would be radioman in my
case.

The Bluefish had just un-
dergone a major overhaul
in the Mare Island Ship-
yard after six successful
War Patrolsin the Pacific.
Now we were underway,
retracing her course back
to the Pacific via Pearl
Harbor where we would
top off our fuel tanks and
then proceed to Midway
Island. We arrived at Mid-
way Island, topped off our
fuel tanks and the follow-
ing morning, departed for
Guam. Heading West for
Guam, we arrive and top
off our tanks, and the fol-
lowing morning headed out
for Bluefish’s seventh War
Patrol and my first. We
would be in the Nansel
Shoto Area and Area South
of Honshu which is off
Okinawa, lwo Jimaand
Osaka. Our mission wasto
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to pick up pilots downed
on the bombing raids on
these islands. We observed
hundreds of B-29s over-
head on their bombing runs
to Japan and the islands.
The smoke from the bomb-
ing raids on the islands was
so heavy that it permeated
the air way out to sea. On
this patrol we rescued three
airmen who bailed out of
their plane. The two crew-
men survived but the pilot
died of shrapnel wounds.
We buried him at sea not-
ing the latitude and longi-
tude in the log book for his
family. He was awarded
the Navy Cross for keeping
his plane aloft long enough
to find us and give his crew
time to bail out.

(Part 2 of this sagawill be
in the next edition of “The
Bugle’. Therea action
starts in the October Issue
when Vandy keeps his cool
during hisfirst taste of
combat and mine sweeping
operations.)

Editor: Between 9 Septem-
ber 1943 and 29 July 1945,
The Bluefish sank 12 Japa-
nese shipstotaling 50,839
tons, including the de-
stroyer Sanae, 18 November
1943; and the submarinel-
3551 (15 July 1945) and a
submarine chaser, name not
provided. Additionally, the
Bluefish assisted the USS
Puffer in sinking a 5135 ton
tanker.

All together, the American
Submarine Service rescued
504 downed pilotsin WWII.
Oneof them, would later
become President of the
United States.
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Subject: TIME FOR
THEBUGLETO
SOUND TAPS?
After reading the
most recent issue of
the Bugle | realized |
am not alonein my
concerns of political
biasin aPublicly
funded publication.
There are two letters
to the Editor express-
ing their displeasure
with the Editorial
Bias.

In the | etter from Bob
Fitzgerald he quotes
the Editor and con-
cludes by saying, “I
find extremely offen-
sive, “when describ-
ing the Editors com-
ments.

The letter to the Edi-
tor from s/Robert
O'Brien says, “After
reading your article
titled * Duty Honor
and Country’, | came
away abit annoyed. It
is obvious what your
political leanings
are.” Hethen goeson
to make his case €lo-
quently.

Despite the above
Editor Martin could
not contain hisbiasin
the article, ‘A Made
inthe USA Plan’. In
this article the Editor
seems to quote verba-
tim some negative
comments about
equipment problems

and preparedness made by
an Army Reserve Sgt. And a
Connecticut National Guard
Spc. But when aMarine Lt.
Genera Hanlon Jr. spoke
about his confidence that
“deployed troops both ac-
tive and reserve are receiv-
ing the same equipment and
training to accomplish their
assigned mission” the Editor
added (What he didn’t say
may be more substantive). |
suppose it’s possible that
Editor Martin can somehow
read General Hanlon’'s
mind, but | think it's more
what’sin Editor Martins
mind.

| don’t want to sound too
harsh in my criticism be-
cause | think as Veterans
Agent Mr Martin does a
very good job and has rees-
tablished that office as avi-
able and vital resource for
al Veteransin town aswell
astheir family’s. But | must
come back to my original
question ISIT TIME FOR
BUGLE TO SOUND
TAPS:

Sincerely

Jack White

Editor: You stated, “Editor
Martin can somehow read
Genera Hanlon’smind but |
think it's morewhat’sin
Mr. Martinsmind.” Y ou
implied my comment was a
negative comment of the
General. It was not meant in
any way to demean the Gen-
eral. He has done a superb
job for the Marines in mak-
ing sure they have the
proper equipment, armor,
and training. | did think that
the Congressional Commit-
tee holding the hearings did

not really get to the causes
of the lack of: training,
equipment, armor, and
flak jackets that stop ar-
mor piercing bullets. Nei-
ther were there any rec-
ommended corrective ac-
tions. These problems are
most apparent in the regu-
lar army and National
Guard unitsservingin
Irag. In Mid-December,
the Pentagon took steps to
speed up the production of
armored Humvees. Previ-
ously, the Humvee con-
tractor reported that his
factory was only at 50%
of production capacity.
The Massachusetts Veter-
ans' Association reports
that even the Massachu-
setts Legislature is consid-
ering the funding of armor
for MA Nat’'l Guard vehi-
cles. It seemsto me that
we all have biases. How-
ever, Marine Lt. General
Hanlon who trained,
equipped, armor plated al
his vehicles and provided
adequate flak jackets
brought honor to himself
and the Marines. His stan-
dards should be the same
for al Divisions serving in
Iraq!

“The Bugl€e’ will continue
to be mindful and respon-
sive to your concern for
objectivity.

“Approximately
10,000 Americans
have been wounded
inthewar inlraq as
of the end of 2004.”
CNN
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Veterans Benefits

Low Income, Agent Orange, Pros-
tate Cancer, Diabetes, sexual as-
sault, serious flashbacks etc. are
reasons for seeking assistance from
the Veterans' Office. Today, we
sent off a packet of medical reports,
discharge papers, and Veterans
Affairs Pension forms to the Veter-
ans' Administration. A Vietnam
Veteran was applying for adisabil-
ity pension. In the past year, aone,
we have had about six veterans get
VA pensions from 30-100% dis-
ability. That translates into about
$2400.00 per month for a 100%
disability pension. These pensions
along with the retirees’ pensions
and the widow’ s pensions (all fed-
eral) brought the total amount paid
in 2004 to Marshfield Veteransto
$2,350,032. Thisfigureis based on
the VA database as of March 2004.
The $2,350,032 has $117,060 in-
cluded that is earmarked for veter-
ans whose post office is Humarock.
Many of the Marshfield Veterans
who live in the Humarock section
of Marshfield use that post office as
their mailing address. Thus, we
have no way of determining the ac-
tual amount of the $117,060 that is
really Marshfield and which is Sci-
tuate. The differenceis not impor-
tant except to let you know.
Whereas all of the above dollars are
Federal, the Commonwealth and
the Town of Marshfield also pro-
vide veterans' benefitsin the
amount of approximately $200,000
for the year ending in June 2004.
Thus, the total amount for 2004 is
around 2.5 million awarded to
Marshfield Veterans. Y ou may
have areasonable claim against the
government or be eligible for Ordi-
nary Benefits. Don’t listen to ru-
mors. Call your Veterans' Officer
at 781-834-5576.



"TheBest Care

Anywhere"

by Phillip Longman
(Excerpt-Formated for the
Bugle)

Ten years ago, veterans
hospitals were dangerous,
dirty, and scandal-ridden.
Today, they@e producing
the highest quality carein
the country. Their turn-
around points the way to-
ward solving America®
health-care crisis.

By the mid-1990s, the repu-
tation of veterans hospitals
had sunk so low that con-
servatives routinely used
their example as akind of
reductio ad absurdum cri-
tique of any move toward
“socialized medicine.”

And so it goestoday. If the
debate is over hedth-care
reform, it won®be long be-
fore some free-market con-
servative will jump up and
say that the sorry shape of
the nation®veterans hospi-
talsjust proves what hap-
pens when government gets
into the health-care busi-
ness. And if he®atrue be-
liever, he® then probably
go on to suggest, quoting
William Safire and other
free marketers, that the gov-
ernment should just shut
down the whole miserable
system and provide veterans
with health-care vouchers.

Y et here®a curious fact that
few conservatives or liber-
als know.

Who do you think receives
higher-quality health care?
Medicare patients who are
freeto pick their own doc-
tors and specialists? Or

#

aging veterans stuck in those
presumably filthy VA hospi-
tals with their antiquated
equipment, uncaring admin-
istrators, and incompetent
staff? An answer came in
2003, when the prestigious
New England Journal of
Medicine published a study
that compared veterans
health facilities on 11 meas-
ures of quality with fee-for-
service Medicare.

On all 11 measures, the qual-
ity of carein veterans facili-
ties proved to be “ signifi-
cantly better.”
Here®another curious fact.
The Annals of Internal Medi-
cine recently published a
study that compared veterans
health facilities with com-
mercial managed-care sys-
temsin their treatment of
diabetes patients. In seven
out of seven measures of
quality, the VA provided bet-
ter care. It gets stranger.
Pushed by large employers
who are eager to know what
they are buying when they
purchase health care for their
employees, an outfit called
the National Committee for
Quality Assurance today
ranks health-care planson 17
different performance meas-
ures. These include how well
the plans manage high blood
pressure or how precisely
they adhere to standard pro-
tocols of evidence-based
medicine such as prescribing
beta blockers for patients re-
covering from a heart attack.
Winning NCQA®sed of ap-
prova isthe gold standard in
the health-care industry. And
who do you suppose this

year®winner is. Johns
Hopkins? Mayo Clinic?

M assachusetts General ?
Nope. In every single cate-
gory, the VHA system out-
performs the highest rated
non-VHA hospitals.

Not convinced? Consider
what vets themselves think.
Sure, it®not hard to find
vets who complain about
difficultiesin establishing
eligibility. Many are out-
raged that the Bush admini-
stration has decided to
deny previously promised
health-care benefits to vet-
erans who don®have ser-
vice-related illnesses or
who can®meet a strict
means test. Y et these griev-
ances are about access to
the system, not about the
quality of carereceived by
those who get in. Veterans
groups tenaciously defend
the VHA and applaud its
turnaround. “ The quality of
careisoutstanding,” says
Peter Gayton, deputy direc-
tor for veterans affairs and
rehabilitation at the Ameri-
can Legion. In the latest
independent survey, 81
percent of VHA hospital
patients express satisfac-
tion with the care they re-
ceive, compared to 77 per-
cent of Medicare and
Medicaid patients.

Outside experts agree that
the VHA has become an
industry leader in its safety
and quality measures. Dr.
Donad M. Berwick, presi-
dent of the Institute for
Health Care Improvement
and one of the nation®top
health-care quality experts,
praises the VHA®informa-
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tion technology as
“spectacular.” The venerable
Institute of Medicine notes
that the VHA®" integrated
health information system,
including its framework for
using performance measures
to improve quality, is consid-
ered one of the best in the na-
tion.”

If this gives you cognitive dis-
sonance, it should. The story
of how and why the VHA be-
came the benchmark for qual-
ity medicine in the United
States suggests that much of
what we think we know about
health care and medical eco-
nomicsisjust wrong. It®
natural to believe that more
competition and consumer
choice in health care would
lead to greater quality and
lower costs, because in almost
every other ream, it does.
That®why the Bush admini-
stration—which has been pro-
moting greater use of infor-
mation technology and other
quality improvement in health
care—also wants to give indi-
viduals new tax-free “health
savings accounts’ and high-
deductible insurance plans.
Together, these measures are
supposed to encourage pa-
tients to do more comparison
shopping and haggling with
their doctors; therefore, they
create more market discipline
in the system. But when it
comes to health care, it®a
government bureaucracy
that® setting the standard for
maintaining best practices
while reducing costs, and it®
the private sector that®lag-
ging in quality.



Good Newsfor
Veterans

Late | ast week, Gov. Mtt
Rommey announced a change in
policy that will allow
troops overseas to take the
civil service exam so they
are eligible for jobs as
firefighters or police offi-
cers when they return

hore.

According to Veterans Ser -

vi ces Secretary Thomas Kel -

| ey, Massachusetts is t he
only state in the country to
have a veterans' services
office in each of its 351
cities and towns.

"The trick is to identify

t hese sol di ers coning hone
so we can find them and
reach out to them" Kelley
said. "What the state has
done i s ask the Departnent
of Defense and federal VA to
gi ve us the names and ad-
dresses of the 7,000 sol -
diers, sailors, airnen, and
mari nes who have been dis-

Silent Visitors (Continued from
page 1) with one good arm, or
grasp the remaining fingers of
hands that have given ultimate ser-
vice. They walked through usto
the main concourse, where they
were met by the Army Band and
color guard playing marshal music
for them, and where the mall was
filled with additional people who
swelled the applause. Many of us
just called out loudly, “ Thank
You”, because we didn®know
what else could be said; thank you
for your serviceto us. The ap-
plause never stopped.

None of them spoke. They just
cried. Sodid we.

It was the closest | have been to
Christmasin along time.

charged since 9-11-01 so that we
can pass those nanes and addresses
to the veterans agent in their city
and town so they can reach out to
them and of fer them whatever help
that they have." In addition, the
state's 32 full-service "one-stop"
career centers have either a dis-
abl ed veterans outreach speciali st
or a local veteran' s enpl oynent
representative to provide services
to newy-returned troops, state Di-
rector of Workforce Devel opnent
Jane Ednonds said. Wthin the
centers, veterans can access job
listings; attend workshops on re-
sume preparation, interview ng, and
networ ki ng skills; use conputers
with Internet access; and receive
career counseling and skills as-
sessnent .

The state also offers a training
programthat allows veterans to as-
sume apprenticeshi ps whil e pursuing
an education through the federal G
bill, Ednonds said. To date, 913
veterans are serving as appren-
tices. One hundred and fifty-eight
of them are receiving educationa

G benefits.

Massachusetts residents who are
veterans are also eligible for free
tuition and an al | owance.

More | egislation is planned and
will be forwarded to the |oca
newspapers as avail abl e.

Fol | ow-up of your benefits should
start with a call to your Veterans

Oficer, Dick Martin, at 781-834-
5576.
Dick Martin

Veterans Officer

Memorial Day (continued from

page 2) honor veterans who gave their lives
inwar.

Rep. Frank Hynes, Senator Robert Hed-
lund, and a Marshfield Selectman will ad-
dress the town. The Town of Marshfield is
welcome and encouraged to come to honor
our servicemen and women. For morein-
formation on the parade call Doug Brown
at 826-6494 or George Earle at 834-9143
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TOM BROKAW

(Reprinted from remarks by Tom Brokaw)

| was born in 1940, so my earliest memories
are of this country getting ready to go to war.
Very shortly after that, my father moved to an
Army base to go to work in southwestern
South Dakota. It was a place where they
stored ammunition and tested it. | believed
that my whole life would be on Army bases
and that the world would always be at war,
because those were my first impressions. My
dad was drafted. He went off to enlist in the
Navy, and they called him back to work at the
base during the war. So, we were fortunate.
He was alittle bit older and he

had three children. But | remember al around
me fathers and young men leaving these
small, unheeded little government houses and
going off to Europe or the Pacific for the war.
My mother was pretty busy with three little
boysin avery, very small, little house on this
Army base. | mean, it was a postage stamp.
We had a coal heater in the front room and no
shower or tub of any kind. One bedroom for
the three boys. The whole country was just
caught up in the idea of trying to win the war.
What | remember vividly isthat on that base,
the women drove the trucks and the buses and
did all the jobs that men would be expected to
do, because the men were away.
There was also something very curious about
that place. It is where they brought Italian
prisoners of war. Italians who@ been captured
in Europe by American forces were sent all
the way to southwestern South Dakota to be
in astockade. It was pretty good duty for
them, because they had the run of the town. |
would be going off to school, and | would see
these men in prison uniforms speaking excit-
edly to each other in aforeign language, and
1@ ask my mother and she@ say, "Oh, they@e
Italians.
They@e prisoners of war." They could wander
all over town during their breaks. It was pretty
unusual. It was a pretty good way for them to
spend the war. They were out of harm@way.
They were friendly and gregarious. They were
Italians, after al. | think if they® been Ger-
mans or Japanese that there would have been
agood deal more hostility, because my earli-
est impressions were that the Germans and the
Japanese were truly evil people. It took me a
while to get over that after the war ended be-
cause it was part of the propaganda of the
time.

(Continued on page 7)



enzel Wash-

Ington News
WEell, Veterans, most of it istrue.
Denzel Washington did visit the Fisher
House in San Antonio and he did make
a sizable contribution, but the amount
was not disclosed (asfar as| can tell).
Denzel Washington was visiting
BAMC (Brook Army Medical Center,
in San Antonio, Texas) the other day.
Thisiswhere soldiers that have been
evacuated from Germany come to be
hospitalized in the States, especially
burn victims. They have buildings there
called Fisher Houses. The Fisher House
isahotel that soldiers@amilies can stay
at, for little or no charge, while their sol-
dier is staying in the hospital. BAMC
has quite afew of these houses on base,
but as you can imagine, they are almost
filled to the brim most of the time.
While Denzel Washington was visiting
BAMC, they gave him atour of one of
the Fisher Houses. He asked how much
one of them would cost to build. He got
his checkbook out and wrote a check
for the full amount right there on the
spot.

The soldiers overseas were amazed to
hear this story and want to get the word
out to the American public, because it
warmed their hearts to hear it. | hope
you will spread this story.

Washington has a son who isaMarine
inlrag.

Author Unknown

“| have a cousin who isa small man in stat-
ure. He®led a pretty ordinary life. He® assis-
tant manager of a big discount storeout in
the Midwest. And oneday, | said, ‘You know,
what ... what did you do in thewar? Well, it
turns out he had escaped from a prisoner of
war train and lived off theland for six weeks
in the Alps of Italy. | mean, it was an extraor-
dinary adventuretale. Never, ever mentioned
it.“  TOM BROKAW

# %

DISCOUNT RATE
PROGRAM FOR
QUALIFYING CON-
SUMERS

Gas & Electric Auto-Enrollment to
Potentially Aid 375,000. The Massa-
chusetts Department of Telecommu-
nications and Energy ("DTE") re-
cently approved the expansion of a
long-standing program that assists
income-qualified residents by dis-
counting their gas and electric utility
rates. The DTE ruling requiresthe
state® gas and el ectric companies to
transfer their customer account infor-
mation on a quarterly basisto the Ex-
ecutive Office of Health and Human
Services ("EOHHS") so that those
who already qualify for means-tested
public benefit programs may be auto-
matically enrolled for utility assis-
tance.

Lieutenant Governor Kerry Healey
applauded the expansion of this criti-
cal program. "For those who are
struggling to maintain their house-
holds, thisis assistance that they
shouldn®have to seek-out. With heat-
ing costs rising, we have an obliga-
tion to protect families who are finan-
cially vulnerable," said Healey.
Almost 375,000 Massachusetts
households qualify for discounted gas
and electric rates. The DTE estimates
that approximately 40% of eligible
households are currently enrolled in
utility discount rate programs. The
DTE is now ordering the utilities to
enroll those who qualify within the
next 30 days and notify them of their
right to opt-out of the automatic pro-
gram in their December utility state-
ments. Beth Lindstrom, Director of
the Office of Consumer Affairs and
Business Regulation, added, "The
goal isto get as many qualified
households enrolled now so that they
can see some relief during the winter.

% )

This program expansion reaches-out
to al households whose incomes are
below the federal poverty level."

DTE Chairman Paul G. Afonso stated,
"Thisisagood first step to assist Mas-
sachusetts@nost needy citizens. Inthe
future, we will be looking at other pro-
grams, including WIC and veteran
benefits to further expand this safety
net."

Call your electric company or gas
company and ask about this program.

(Tom BfOker) My grandfather,

who lived in that town, was an avid reader and
had maps and followed the course of the war.
When you went to a movie you@ see the
Movietone Newsreel and the progress of the
war. | also remember that there were two
really brave young men who lived across the
street from us who came home after having
been in some really severe action in Europe.
Not surprisingly, they drank alot for the next
three days. They would hang themselves out
on the clothes line most of the night, rather
than go to bed, so they could start right away
the next day.

| remember going as a very young man - to
movies about Tokyo, for example, and think-
ing it must be the most evil placein the world,
because my mind had been filled with these
terrible images. The first time | went to Tokyo
asajournalist, | remember walking through
the streets with this unsettled feeling. | could-
n®figure it out, because people were friendly.
Then it dawned on me that deep in my sub-
conscious was buried this early impression of
Tokyo as the epitome of evil in the world,
more so for some reason than even Germany.
There were things about Germany we didn®
know then, obviously. The Holocaust and
some other things. There were German farm-
ers and German businessmen and so on, and
so we probably didn®have the same stereo-
typical reaction to them. It was avery difficult
time, but for a youngster it was a very exciting
time. Y ou know, | wore a helmet to school
because | wanted to be like the soldiersin
town. |@ go out and watch the ammunition
being tested, and there were all these guysin
uniforms around that would [join] with the
little kids to help play softball or whatever we
wanted to do.

QUESTION: Did your father ever talk about
[Pearl Harbor]?

TOM BROKAW: Y eah. | was too young to
(Continued on page 8)
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(Br ok a.W) remember Pearl Harbor, but

| heard them vividly describe coming into this
small town in northern South Dakota where they
lived at the time, saying, "Turn on the radio,
Pearl Harbor has been bombed!" There were a
lot of people who believed that that was going to
happen at some point. Y ou know, we@ been
sending scrap iron to Japan. It had been building
up for along, long time. | think that they knew
that their world had changed. But you must
remember that on the Great Plains they had been
through a very difficult time already. They had
been through the Great Depression. Life wasa
daily struggle for them. The idea of a war com-
ing along wasn® | suppose, as cataclysmic to
them because they had learned to live with
struggle. They knew that there was the possibil-
ity that there would be a war either in Europe or
in the Pacific. Also, my father®early impres-
sions were of the end of World War I. Those
people who came of age in the early stages of
the 20th century just had an expectation of
world war. It was part of afixture of our lives.
My father didn®have to go to combat. He was
there to make the Army base run. The remark-
able thing about the World War 1l generation is
that these were people who came of age during
the Great Depression. Most of them were from
small towns and rural areas. They had no real
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economic future that they could expect. Then
they were asked to go off and fight these two
great military machines, one in the Pecific, one
in Europe. They did no less than save the
world. They won the war. These were young
men and young women, 18, 19 and 20 years of
age. Generals were sometimes in their late 20©
and early 30@ Guys like Ike, who had spent
most of hislifein the military, had never realy
been tested, and then he turned out to be a bril -
liant strategist. And when the war was over,
when they won, they came home and they
started families and they went to college in
record numbers and they gave us great science
and great art and great medicine, great highway
systems, the Civil Rights Law. They built this
country. They rebuilt their enemies. And they
never whined, they never whimpered, they
never asked for anything. To this day, you
have to pull the stories out of them. And when
you do, it®remarkable. | have a cousin who is
asmall man in stature. He®led a pretty
ordinary life. He®assistant manager of abig

discount store out in the Midwest. And one day,

| said, "You know, what ... what did you do in
the war?' Well, it turns out he had escaped
from a prisoner of war train and lived off the
land for six weeks in the Alps of Italy. | mean,
it was an extraordinary adventure tale. Never,
ever mentioned it.  TOM BROKAW
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SPECIAL EVENT

PLACE; TOWN HALL-VETERANS
OFFICE

TIME: 1:30 pm EVERY TUESDAY
Meeting of Veterans' Widows Group
SPECIAL EVENT

PLACE; TOWN HALL—Veterans
Office

TIME: 2:30 PM EVERY TUESDAY
Meeting of Veterans Group

SPECIAL EVENT

PLACE; VFW HALL ON 3A (VFW
Meeting)

TIME:7:30 PM-3RD TUESDAY OF
THE MONTH

Regular Monthly Meeting —New appli-
cantsinvited

SPECIAL EVENT

PLACE; VFW HALL ON 3A (KWVA
Meeting)

TIME:7:30 PM-2nd WEDNESDAY OF
THE MONTH

Regular Mo. Mestings— New applicants
invited
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